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Iris Opens Downtown

NYC's chicest are head over heels

Wednesday, June 27, 2007

NEW YORK) It was a sea of well-suited, molto bello Italian men and mini-
dressed downtown chicettes at the opening of Iris, the European luxury
shoe boutique that carries the entire collections for ChloZ, Marc Jacobs,
John Galliano, Paul Smith, Veronique Branquinho and Victor & Rolf, in the
meatpacking district on Tuesday. The two gigantic leaves of elephant palm
in glass vases by the entrance added a touch of the exotic to the modern
space.

The intimate champagne-and-shoes bash was hosted by Niccolo Carpani
Glisenti, the president of Iris, U.S., Olivia Chantecaille, and The Young
Friends of Save Venice. Some of the fasheratti in attendanceN Eva
Lorenzotti, Ferebee Bishop, Adelina Wong Ettelson, Alexandra Lind
Rose, and Georg e RudenauerN mingled in the swamped store, sipping
bubbly and snacking on shoe-shaped, chocolate-covered cookies passed
out by Jared Smith look-alike waiters.

As the boutique brand has already warmed the hearts and decked the feet
of fashionistas in London, Milan, Moscow, and Paris, Glisenti, who was
clad in a navy cotton suit by expert Italian tailor, Caracchini, offered some
advice. "For your first pair, you should go for Galliano," he suggested,
pointing to a gorgeous pair of five-inch black patent leather pumps.
"Women who wear them are irresistible." Not that the other heels on offer
lacked sex appeal. Chantecaille was so enamored of the collections, she
simply gasped. "Oh my god, there're so many, it's hard to choose. | have
to come back, sit down, and try everything on. You can never have too
many shoes! | have so many | can't count!" Dressed in a floral Valentino,
she was "getting into the mood for the big weekend," the three-day Rome
extravaganza honoring Valentino's 45th-year anniversary. "After that I'm
going to Capri for a week, just to relax."



Another high-heel fan, Domino's fashion director, Lauren Goodman,
who's heading to Nantucket for the first time this weekend ("'l heard you
dress really casually over there!"), whispered that she has sixty-plus pairs.
PR guru Karen Duffy wouldn't dare to reveal the number, but gushed

that she'll have some room for new additions: her husband has just built a
new shoe closetN by hand!N that holds four times as many heels as a
regular one.

Beyond New York, Glisenti confided to The Daily that Iris has even bigger
plans to keep Americans well-heeled: "We're scouting for new locations in
Vegas, Miami, and Los Angeles!" And how to get ready for this shoe-
invasion that's about to go coast-to-coast? Well, especially if the foot-
admiring Glisenti is on hand, "Weekly pedicuresEbut isn't that a must?"

-ANNABELLA ASVIK
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